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Discover! the only elementary curriculum that leverages the best of online, interactive, 
and student-driven learning. The next few pages will help you understand and appreciate 
the unique attributes of this innovative K-8 Discover! Program.

Expect beautiful textbooks and fully-developed instructor guides designed for 1-to-1 
interactive and hands-on learning experiences.

Discover! was designed to support:
•	 Multi-modality learning
•	 Critical thinking
•	 Real world connections
•	 Social-emotional development
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Behind the Scenes:  
Instructional Design at it’s Best
Meeting the needs of today’s learners
Today’s learners are curious, self-sufficient, and eager to discover answers to their 
questions. With nearly anything they want available at the click of a button, kids are 
constantly flooded with information, “facts”, and emotional messaging that provide a new 
challenge in education.

Effective learning design must shift from delivery of knowledge to a focus on 
understanding, critical thinking, ability to distinguish fact from fiction, and mastery of 
essential 21st century skills.

The Discover! Instructional Design framework leverages the neuroscience of learning 
paired with research-based instructional strategies to meet the needs of today’s unique 
learners.

This framework includes:
Scenario-based Learning 
Scenarios grab interest by sparking curiosity and the power of problem-solving. Discover! 
scenarios connect learning to life by presenting a problem to solve, leveraging the power 
of the unexpected, and inspiring action. 

Visuals 
Research shows our brains process visuals 83% more effectively than text alone. With 
Discover!, concepts and skills are both taught and reinforced through visual lessons and 
hands-on activities.

Consolidation 
When students connect new learning to prior knowledge, they are better able to process, 
understand, and apply what they are learning. By design, Discover! constantly reinforces 
prior learning and connects it to new concepts and skills through practice, repetition, and 
hands-on activities.

Critical Thinking 
Students develop critical thinking and analysis through creative questions, guided 
analysis, and application of concepts and skills with extensive problem-solving practice 
and learning challenges.

Character-building 
Discover! seeks to develop learners who are conscious of the world around them, who 
are confident in who they are, and who are adept at working with and supporting others. 
With built-in activities to develop social and emotional skills, along with rich instructor-
led conversations and lesson enhancements, students become citizens who will make a 
difference in the world.
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Formulaic: Problem Solving 
and Mastery Learning
Discover! helps students build conceptual understanding 
through a focus on problem solving and real world 
connections. However, Discover! also focuses on skill-
building and mastery by developing  
a sequence of topics and skills connecting across grade 
levels and subjects. Students learn the “why” and “how” 
through direct instruction, interactive activities, hands-on 
opportunities, and problem solving.
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Structure: Lesson Design
Knowledge and understanding is built carefully with multi-page lessons and multi-day 
lessons. 

The structure provides time for students to develop mastery and understanding with 
practice, hands-on activities, critical-thinking challenges, as well as ample scaffolded, 
guided learning opportunities:

Experiential opening brings the student right into the content in a way that creates a 
personal connection or challenges them to solve a problem. 

Content connects to life and answers the question, “Why is this important?” 

Content is conversational and written in an upbeat, light, conversational tone that 
keeps kids interested in the topic.

Content is interactive and provides opportunities for students to interact with the 
lesson through practice, critical thinking, and response to content in smaller chunks 
rather than only at the end of the lesson.  

Scaffolding or review of prior skills ensures mastery of essential skills and key content.

Low-stakes assessments are deliberately planned and designed to provide repetition 
and review for students as well as an opportunity to demonstrate student progress.
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Special callouts throughout each lesson provide variety and allow students to interact  
with content in a variety of ways. 

Create 
Students leverage their creativity to build a model or complete art projects or crafts 
that relate to the lesson.

Play 
Play is proven to build stronger connections between content and skills. Games and 
activities such as role play and dramatizations are designed for one-to-one or small-
group interactions to help leverage the power of both games and social interaction. 

Online Connection 
Online activities help students develop 21st century skills by challenging them with 
research, exploration, and problem solving rather than pre-designed online games. 

In the Real World 
With In the Real World challenges, students must relate what they are learning to 
the world around them. These challenges can include a scavenger hunt, one-on-one 
interviews, field trips (virtual or in-person), observing/drawing pictures of something 
in the real-world, and other related activities.

Take a Closer Look 
These activities give students the opportunity to dig deeper into a specific topic or 
skill.
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Learning by Design: Benefits

Colorful Textbooks to Keep Kids 
Engaged!
Colorful pages, modern look and feel,  
and up-to-date images generate interest, 
spark a desire to know more, and make 
learning fun. 

Independent and Critical-
Thinking Opportunities
Discover! is designed to encourage 
and develop independent and critical 
thinking while also ensuring mastery of 
foundational skills by integrating reflective 
questioning, connection to prior learning, 
and skill application throughout.



Page 6

Focus, Exploration, and 
Discovery
Empowering kids to make 
discoveries and connect learning to 
life builds confidence and creates a 
lifelong love for learning. This is why 
every lesson is highly interactive and 
challenges, kids to explore options, 
express their voice, and follow their 
curiosity to learn more. 

Easy-to-Follow 
Instructor Guides
Fully developed, one-to-one 
instructor guides provide 
additional activities and 
challenges that leverage a 
student’s unique strengths. 
Instructors can quickly access:

Lesson objectives

Ideas for supporting  
your students

Connection to learning 
styles

Extension activities that 
take learning off the 
page
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Student Choice for Every 
Assessment
All courses offer both a standard and an  
alternative assessment at the end of each 
chapter. Choose from a project-based, 
creative assessment or a test format to 
meet the specific needs of your students. 
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The Neuroscience in Action
Scenario
Scenario-Based Learning: Scenarios grab interest by sparking curiosity and the power of 
problem-solving. Discover! scenarios connect learning to life by presenting a problem to 
solve, leveraging the power of the unexpected, and inspiring action.
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The Neuroscience in Action
Concrete Connection to Prior Learning
When students can connect new learning to prior knowledge, they are better able to 
process, understand, and apply what they are learning. By design, Discover! constantly 
reinforces prior learning and connects it to new concepts and skills through practice, 
repetition, hands-on activities, as well as connections to life, learning scenario, and prior 
knowledge
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The Neuroscience in Action
Visuals
Research shows that our brains process visuals 83% more effectively than text alone. With 
Discover!, concepts and skills are both taught and reinforced through visual lessons and 
hands-on activities.
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The Neuroscience in Action
Practice
By design, Discover! constantly reinforces prior learning and connects it to new concepts 
and skills through practice, repetition, hands-on activities, as well as connections to life, 
learning scenario, and prior knowledge.
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The Neuroscience in Action
Critical-Thinking Activities
Discover! takes critical-thinking skills seriously, ensuring that even our youngest students 
are developing essential analytical skills through creative questions, guided analysis, and 
application of concepts and skills with extensive problem-solving practice and learning 
challenges. 
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The Neuroscience in Action
Apply Student Voice
Discover! seeks to develop learners who are conscious of the world around them, 
confident in who they are, and adept at working with and supporting others. With built-
in activities that encourage students to respond in a personal way, Discover! helps build 
confidence as they realize they have big ideas. 
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The Neuroscience in Action
Understanding
Our careful lesson structure is deliberately designed to lead to wisdom, understanding, 
and strong character. When students are able to make connections between prior and 
new learning, respond to information in meaningful ways, and apply learning to life, they 
understand at a whole new level. Discover! builds on those skills as students grow and 
develop, ensuring that they are not only mastering skills and acquiring new knowledge but 
they are developing their ability for critical thinking and analysis and deepening their 
understanding.
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Extensive Parent and Teacher Support
Discover! Instructor Guides provide comprehensive plans with step-by-step instructional 
support, creative ideas for extending learning, Socratic-method questioning guides, 
hands-on and project-based learning and activities, and ideas for leveraging preferred 
learning styles. 

Provides instructors with a goal for  
student learning

Provides creative avenues for 
experiencing the lesson aligned to 
different learning styles

Provides guidance for the instructor  
to support student learning 
throughout each lesson section

Provides additional activities  to 
remediate or extend learning on the 
lesson topic 
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Technology Resources
Blending Online and Offline for a Rich-Interactive Learning 
Experience
Students can choose our fully interactive online learning experience as part of their 
Discover! program. This engaging, student-friendly, blended learning experience is the 
first place students visit as they begin their day. 

Colorful characters bring learning to life as they guide students through the material, 
challenge them with practice, application and reinforcement activities, and ensure that they 
stay on track with progress monitoring. 

The Bridgeway Learning Center provides:
Easy Access to Courses
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PDF versions of all textbooks

Teacher Resources
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Online Practice Activities
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Reteaching and Enrichment

Faith Connection (Blended Optional Add-On)

Turn on this optional feature to add faith-based learning.
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Online Games and Independent Practice
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Online Glossary



Visit discoverk8books.com today to request a digital 
sample of our curriculum or make a purchase!

https://discoverk8learning.com/

